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Chair's Report
Welcome to the latest issue of
the MFP Members’ Update. T am
enjoying the opportunity of
chairing the Partnership
although there will be
challenging times ahead.

T would like to thank my predecessor, Sinclair
Young, who stood down as Chair in November.
Sinclair has been involved with the MFP since its
beginning, becoming an Independent
Management Group Director before being
elected fo the new Board of Directors and then
as Chair in February 2007. Sinclair was a highly
committed Chair and I am very pleased he
remains on the Board of Directors and the MFP
is benefitting from his continued hard work and
dedication.

In my previous role as an MSP, I was a member
and latterly Convenor of the Environment &
Rural Development Committee (ERDC) which
produced a report in 2007 that urged the then
Scottish Executive to undertake comprehensive
reform of marine legislation. T am pleased to see
that many of the report's recommendations
appear to have been acted upon with the coming
of the Scottish Marine Bill which will be laid
before Parliament later this year.

The ERDC report recommended  that
Government should consider the future
structure and funding of Local Coastal
Partnerships as quickly as possible and develop
them to cover the whole of the Scottish
coastline. However, what future role the MFP
and other LCPs will play in championing our
marine environment still remains fo be seen. But
we are hopeful we will have a key part to play.
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Marine Scotland

April 15" saw the official birth of Marine
Scotland, the Scottish Government's Marine
Management  Organisation  (MMO).  This
integrates core marine functions involving
scientific research, compliance monitoring,
policy and management of Scotland's seas. It
combines the functions of the Marine
Directorate, Fisheries Research Services and
the Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency.

Marine Scotland has been fast-tracked into
existence to mirror the development of the UK
MMO which will be based in Newcastle. Unlike
Marine Scotland which is a Scottish Government
Division, the UK MMO is a non departmental
public body. Interfacing work between the two
MMOs will promote consistency between
functions across the UK.

The Scottish Marine Bill

The Scottish Marine Bill was laid before
parliament on 30 April. The Bill introduces a
framework for the sustainable management of
Scotland’'s seas and includes a new statutory
marine planning system, a simpler licensing
system, new marine nature and historic
conservation powers, improvements to seal
management and a range of enhanced
enforcement powers.

There has been little time to review the content
of the bill but we will provide a further update
in our next newsletter. Expected consent for
the bill is April 2010, with work on implementing
the bill and the required secondary legislation
likely to take a further year to 2011. The Bill
and accompanying documents can be found at
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/25
-MarineScot/index.htm.
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2009 Community Grants Scheme - Awards

The Moray Firth Partnership Community Grant
Scheme has this year made awards of £1,000
each fo nine local projects that will benefit the
coast or sea of the Moray Firth. The groups now
have until 31 January 2010 fo complete their
projects.

Projects supported include the River Spey Sea
Trout Scale Project, a trial investigation into
the rapid decline of sea trout in the Moray Firth
through analysis of trout scales. Scales provide
a lot of detailed information on the life history
of individual fish, and by comparing scales
collected from Spey trout in 2000 and the
1970's with work done in 1928, it is hoped to
gain an insight into the cause of the species’
decline. This project will provide benefit to all
sea trout anglers in the Moray Firth and
ultimately the local economy.

The Inver Primary School ‘Local Legends Come
Alive’ project is designed to stimulate the
imagination of pupils and make them think about
their natural heritage - the landscape, the sea
that surrounds them, the tides, the fishing and
the weather that is so much a part of their daily
lives. Well known story teller, Bob Pegg, will
read pupils a selection of legends, focusing on
Steenavek, the witch who sold winds. The pupils
will make clay models based on the story and
these along with pictures and their drawings
of the characters will be animated into a short
film, with a sound track provided by Bob. This
film will be shown in Tarbat Museum at the end
of the project.

Orca mother & calf - courtesy free stock photos

Other projects fo receive funding this year
include an Acoustic Awareness Exhibition at
the Spey Bay Wildlife Centre, where visitors
will be able to experience underwater sounds
including cetacean vocalisations and the sound of
wind and rain on the ocean surface: and Keiss
Primary School's Sinclair Bay Art Project
which will focus on the bay's biodiversity and the
importance  of looking after our local
environment.

Funding for this year's scheme has again
generously been provided by Scottish Natural
Heritage, to whom we are extremely grateful.

Rebecca O'Hara of SNH said: "This grant
scheme has a history of delivering successful
projects, which have clear community benefits.
Over the years, SNH's support of the scheme
has helped generate a wide variety of projects
related to the natural heritage of the Moray
Firth. I am delighted that we are able to
support this scheme for another year".

Details of all the projects funded under the
2009 scheme, together with the final reports
and photos from the 2008 round of projects,
can be found in the grants section of our
website -www.morayfirth-partnership.org.
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Locals Take a Liking to

Findhorn's Rare Lichens
The Findhorn Dunes Trust land is a very special
place and now firmly established as a site of
National Importance for lichens, says a report
part funded by the 2008 MFP Community Grant
Scheme.

The Moray Firth from Findhorn dunes @ Findhorn Dunes Trust

For three days in June 2008 a group of
lichenologists surveyed the dunes at Findhorn.
Led by the UK's foremost expert in the field, Dr
Brian Coppins from the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Edinburgh, the group recorded a massive 130
different lichen species, not to mention 15
lichenicolous fungi (fungi dependent on lichen).

A lichen garden’ growing on the sand @ Findhorn Dunes Trust

The discoveries include five Nationally Rare and
eighteen Nationally Scarce lichens, including one
species listed as Endangered, one species listed
as Vulnerable, one species listed as Near
Threatened, and fwo species listed as Data
Deficient. The Trust would now like to see the
site designated as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI).

The detailed 110 page illustrated report is an
impressive piece of work of great interest to
lichenologists and a welcome addition to the
British Lichen Society's records. There has also
been considerable local interest in the
discoveries and the report has created local
educational opportunities.

School  teachers
have been given
copies of  the
survey and find it
particularly useful
to demonstrate to
environmental
students how a
report of this kind
is put together.

Psoroma hypnorum...or jam tarts?
@ Findhorn Dunes Trust

The report includes a suggested project for
pupils: very little is known about the malachite
green-felt lichen (Peltigera malacea) and a
monitoring project would produce a valuable
report that the pupils could see published in the
British Lichen Society's Bulletin.

Senior pupils have already constructed a barrier
to prevent vehicle access to the most valuable
lichen area of the dunes and together with
volunteer adult groups they have been busy
reducing the number of non native Lodgepole
Pines in the area (ground dwelling lichen do not
like the deep shade and acidic leaf litter
beneath these dense alien conifers).

Future plans include a lichen trail and
information boards to encourage use of paths.
Use of the Moray Firth Trail on the Trust land
will also be monitored to ensure that the use is
consistent with the thriving of the lichens.



For a copy of the report please contact Davina
Thomas at the Findhorn Dunes Trust on 01309
690223 or email davina68@hotmail.com.

So, what'’s to like about lichens?

e Lichens are sensitive to pollution in the
air and can tell us if the air is clear and
clean.

e Drug companies make antibiotics from
lichen substances.

e Some lichens make nitrogen in the air
usable to plants.

e Lichens are important habitats for
spiders, mites, lice and other insects.

e Lichens can be used as a natural dye to
color wool.

e Some people eat lichens (careful - a few
are poisonous, so don't experiment
without expert help - and don’t eat the
lichens at Findhorn!).
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"Wildlife Counts!" -
Want Two Free Shore Workshops?!
Two Workshops to introduce participants to the
skills and methods required for wildlife
identification at the seashore will take place at
Merkinch and Ardersier in May.

The free half day events will investigate coastal
sites for wildlife and show how watching and
recording is not only a rewarding and enjoyable
hobby but also contributes directly and valuably
to nature conservation.

The Ardersier workshop takes place on
Wednesday 6 May between 9.30am and midday
and the Merkinch event follows on Saturday 30
May between 12.30 and 3pm. Complete beginners
and the more experienced are all welcome.

The fwo seashore events are part of the
"Wildlife Counts!” project which also includes
identification workshops focusing on Birds &
Bats, Woodlands, Plants & Pollinators and
Freshwater. These introductory workshops will
be followed by a series of master classes
between July and October.

"Wildlife Counts!" aims to address the lack of
individuals actively recording the biodiversity
that they see. The lack of a new generation of
field naturalists is an issue for biological
recording and in turn the understanding and
conservation of biodiversity in the long term as
current recorders tend to be older rather than
younger.
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Common & Grey Seals in perfect harmony. Can you spot the odd
one out? (Top left is a grey seal) © Charlie Phillips

For more information or to book a place on a
workshop, e-mail ali@albainterpretation.com or
phone Stephen Wiseman on 01667 459400 at
least 7 days before the event.
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Have Your Say on Improving the Quality of
Our Water Environment
Scotland’'s environment watchdog wants your
views on draft plans fo maintain and improve the
quality of water. The Moray Firth area is split
between two wider area plans for North
Highland and North East Scotland.




Have your say.....continued

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency
(SEPA) has recently published information on
the local water environment in draft Area
Management Plans which outline the current
condition of the areas’ waters, the main
pressures on these and the actions required fo
address them.

The North East Scotland area plan includes all
the land that drains into the rivers Spey,
Deveron, Ugie, Ythan, Don and Dee, plus the
coastal waters adjacent fo that area, out to
three nautical miles. The North Highland area
includes the waters draining to the north and
east from Cape Wrath fo the River Lossie
catchment just east of Elgin. It includes three
large catchments draining into the Dornoch,
Cromarty and Beauly Firths, plus adjacent
coastal waters.

Draft River Basin Mar-iagement Plan -
consultation

According to SEPA, 64% of waters in the North
Highland area and 44% in the North East are in
good condition, or better, providing an excellent
basis for our future livelihoods and recreation.

SEPA's Tom Inglis said: "Scotland’'s natural
water resources are vital to its environmental,
economic and social wellbeing: relied upon for
high quality drinking water, by industry for
manufacturing, for generating hydro-power, and
as a very high quality natural habitat supporting
a wealth of important plant and animal species.

Water also provides us with a range of sporting
and recreational opportunities. Yet, some of
these very activities also pose a threat to its
future status and quality, requiring careful
management and forward planning if we are to
prevent further deterioration and fo improve
our water bodies."

The Area Management Plans will supplement the
first draft of Scotland's River Basin
Management Plan which describes the condition
of our water environment using a new Europe-
wide classification system.

Two informal meetings have been organised, in
Inverness and Thurso, for people to find out
what's in the North Highland Area Plan and to
make their comments. The meetings will consist
of a short presentation followed by an informal
discussion. The Inverness meetings will take
place on Thursday 14™ May at the Royal
Highland Hotel between 3.30pm-5pm, or 7pm-
8.30pm. The Thurso events are on Thursday 28™
May at the Pentland Hotel at the same times. If
you plan to attend at either venue please
contact Rachel Harding Hill on the details below.

Comments on the Area Management Plans can be
submitted online at www.sepa.org.uk where you
can also view the documents. Alternatively, email
Rachel  Harding-Hill at  rachel.harding-
hill@sepa.org.uk in relation to the North
Highland Plan or Harry Holbrook at
harry.holbrook@sepa.org.uk with comments on
the North East Scotland plan.

The consultation runs until 22 June 2009,
although SEPA would appreciate early responses,
or a summary of what your response may include,
to assist with the process of developing the

final plans.
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Offshore Windfarms -

SeaEnergy Win Moray Firth Exclusivity Rights
Aberdeen-based SeaEnergy Renewables and
partners  Airtricity have been granted
exclusivity rights by The Crown Estate to
develop an offshore wind farm nine miles of f the
coast of Caithness. SeaEnergy and Airtricity
(the renewable energy division of Scottish &
Southern Energy) will now undertake site
specific consultations and Environmental Impact
Assessments before bringing forward a final
proposal next year.

The Moray Firth site
centres around the
Beatrice oil and gas field
where two experimental
turbines were installed
between 2006 and 2007. If
a full scale development
was agreed as many as 200
turbines could be erected
at the site generating 920MW of power and
covering an area 127km?.

An experimental turbine
being erected at Beatrice

The Moray Firth Partnership has been
approached by SeaEnergy to assist with future
local area consultations.

SeaEnergy recently announced that it has
teamed up with the world's fourth largest wind
energy company, EDP Renewables of Portugal, to
submit bids to The Crown Estate UK Round 3
programme which was launched in June 2008. To
date, the consortium is SeaEnergy's third
offshore wind development partnership, the
other being with npower Renewables with whom
they have been awarded exclusivity rights to
develop Inch Cape offshore wind farm in the
Outer Tay Estuary.
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Celebration of Maritime Crafts
at Portsoy Boat Festival
The 2009 Scottish Traditional Boat Festival will
take place in Portsoy, Aberdeenshire, from
Thursday 2nd July - Sunday 5th July.

A major event in the Homecoming 2009
calendar, the festival has been extended by two
days this year to include a symposium of
fascinating speakers who will talk about nautical
traditions ranging from early boat building to
sea shanty and gansey knitting.

Several expert traditional
boat builders and
designers will be there
including Fair Isle's Ian
Best who will speak and
demonstrate on the origins

of Norwegian and Scottish  1an Best at work
traditional boat building;

and Bjorn Arve and Johanne Tvedten from
Norway, who in their uniquely entertaining way
will provide opportunities for children to learn
about traditional boat building and design.

Other demonstrators include
internationally recognised
knitter, weaver and singer
Norman Kennedy, originally
from Aberdeen but now
resident in the US. Norman
will be waulking a length of

Noraman kennedy

Harris Tweed accompanied
by fraditional songs. Waulking is a traditional
wool finishing process which eliminates oils, dirt
and other impurities and makes the fabric
thicker. In Scotland a culture of Waulking
songs grew from the rhythm created by people
beating the tweed against a surface to soften it.



Other participants include
the world's fastest knitter,
Hazel Tindall from
Shetland; gansey knitting
enthusiast Paul Dodwell and
Ruth Black who will be
running a children's sail
felting workshop.
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Shetland's Hazel Tindall - A wide range of

the World's Fastest Knitter

demonstrators will provide
an exciting and unique opportunity to come and
see these traditional crafts carried out by
experts and also to try them out for yourselves.

For more info please visit the Festival website -
www.stbf.bizland.com/2009.
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Spey Bay Beach Cleans
The Whale & Dolphin Society have announced
dates for four beach cleans to take place at
Spey Bay in Moray.

Spey Bay Dates

These dates are great
opportunities to get
involved in a beach clean
on a beautiful stretch of
the Moray Firth coast.
Children are more than
welcome and they are
Sunday 23rd August | sure to have a great time.

Sunday 31st May
Sunday 21st June

Sunday 26th July

Afterwards you can pop
into the Wildlife Centre and café Wild for a

well earned slice of cake! Contact the WDCS
Wildlife Centre on 01343 820339 for more

information.
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Cash Avadilable to help Keep Your Beach Clean
Coastal community groups who want to keep
their local beaches clean can now apply for a
cash grant of up to £500 through Keep Scotland
Beautiful.

The Bathing Water
Litter Grant Scheme
aims to encourage
communities to carry
out clean ups of
beaches close  to
bathing waters, or to
run litter prevention
campaighs, or support
and promote community action with a focus on
reducing marine and coastal litter pollution.

@ visit Fraserburgh

Environment Secretary Richard Lochhead said:
"This grant scheme aims to reduce litter and
pollution on our beaches and coastal communities
by empowering people o take decisive action. It
will eventually involve up to 80 sites across
Scotland and help support and reward
communities who lead by example in tackling a
problem which, as well as costing our economy
tens of millions of pounds each year, is also a
health hazard tfo humans and wildlife.
Community groups have a vital role in keeping our
beaches safe and clean.”

Funding of £4000 was paid out in March to
organisations across Scotland. Applications to
the 2009 grant scheme can be made between
now and June by filling in an on line form at
www . keepscotlandbeautiful .org/coastal.



For further information please contact Suzanne
Roberts on 01786 468 236 / 07841 369 430 or
at suzanne.roberts@ksbscotland.co.uk

For 2009 there are 80 designated bathing sites
across Scotland. For the full list or for further
information on the Scottish Government's
Bathing Water Strategy visit -
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environmen
t/Water/bathingwaters.

MFP area Bathing Waters and
their 2008 grading

Cullen Bay (Excellent)
Dores, Loch Ness (Good)
Dornoch (Excellent)
Findhorn (Excellent)
Inverboyndie (Good)

Lossiemouth, East (Good)

Nairn, Central (Excellent)
Nairn, East (Good)
Rosehearty, (Poor)
Rosemarkie (Good)
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"Under the Surface” at Nairn Museum
Our superb exhibition of Moray Firth marine
wildlife images is currently on display at Nairn
Museum until the end of May. It consists of 20,
one metre-square banners, each covering a
different theme. They include 100 spectacular
photos of creatures found in the Moray Firth
but not normally seen.

A second set is currently available for use by
any other Moray Firth community or group with
suitable display areas. The banners are weather
resistant and designed to be fixed outside of

buildings, but they can also be hung indoors.

We have also created some smaller size posters
for internal display which will be available on
loan.

Anyone wishing to have the exhibition or a
poster set on loan should contact Dominic at the
MFP on 01463 725027 or admin@morayfirth-
partnership.org.
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Snap a Prize
The Green Blue, a joint environment programme

for the Royal Yachting Association and the
British Marine Federation, wants boaters to
send in their photos for its new photography
competition ' The Good, The Bad and The Funny'

Send in your photos
of anything to do
with  the boating
environment  under
one of the three
titles and you could
win yourself a great k
prize such as this
waterproof Canon camera. For application forms
and more info visit www.thegreenblue.org.uk.
The closing date is Monday 24 August 2009.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
Focus on Fraserburgh
The Moray Firth in the south meets the North
Sea at the Broch - better known as Fraserburgh
to non-Brochers.

Renamed in 1594 after the Frasers who bought
the lands of Philorth 88 years earlier, the town
today has a population of around 12,500 and is
the largest shellfish port and one of the largest
whitefish ports in Europe.

We asked the helpful folk at Fraserburgh
Heritage what else we should all know about the
Broch...

The Burgh of Fraserburgh is full of character
and one of the most distinctive towns in
Scotland. It has a magnificent coastline which
gives both locals and visitors plenty of scope for
outdoor activities. The busy harbour is a mecca
for tourists.

FRASERBURGH |

TWINMNED WITH

@ Visit Fraserburgh

Surfing is one of the main water sports down at
the beach - Fraserburgh is said to have one of
the best venues for this in the UK and the fown
has provided several champions at national level.
There are many other outdoor activities for all
age groups and interests - diving, golf, walking,
bird watching, fishing, shooting - Fraserburgh
has it all.

And if the weather's not so good there's no
shortage of indoor attractions including ten-pin
bowling, historic castles, kirks and manors, the
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Fraserburgh Seashore Centre and numerous
museums, including the Scottish Lighthouse
Museum (see below) and Maggie's Hoosie, a
uniquely preserved fisher cottage. And of
course Fraserburgh Heritage Centre is certainly
worth a visit. Like Dr Who's tardis inside, it
houses a wonderful collection of exhibits telling
the social, cultural and economic background to
the town.

The town is an ideal

base for a holiday
giving you access to a
huge variety of

interesting places. The

Local Nature Reserve -

at the Waters at

Philorth, several traditional 4 pink footed goose
@ Lorne Gill/SNH

fishing  villages, Willows
Animal Sanctuary and the National Nature
reserve at the Loch of Strathbeg, the famous
winter home for 20% of the world's population
of pink-footed geese, are all easily reached by a
short car or bus ride.

At one time Fraserburgh was the home of a
university, albeit briefly when King's College was
forced to move from Aberdeen due to an
outbreak of plague.

The people of Fraserburgh
are friendly and welcoming
and the town has sent many
of its sons and daughters
out into the world where o R,
they have made their mark, 7 I R

particularly relevant to this Thomas Blake Glover ©
. Fraserburgh Heritage Centre
year  of  Homecoming.

World famous Brochers include Thomas Blake
Glover, who moved to Nagasaki in the 19™
century, founded the Mitsubishi Company and



was awarded the Order of the Rising Sun,
Japan's highest honour, by Emperor Meiji; and
Robertson Macaulay who around the same period
created the Sun Life Assurance Company in
Toronto.

Our thanks go to Fraserburgh Heritage Centre
for their insight. The Centre is now open 1lam -
5pm Monday to Saturday and Ipm - 5pm on
Sundays. For further information please visit
www. fraserburghheritage.com.

The Fraserburgh Heritage Centre entrance corridor
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Scotland's Leading Light
By Virginia Mayes-Wright
Kinnaird Head Lighthouse in Fraserburgh holds a
very special place in Scottish history. It was the
first lighthouse to be established by the
Northern Lighthouse Board in 1787, and the only
lighthouse to be built in a castle.

But why was the first Scottish lighthouse built
in Fraserburgh? Scotland’s coasts have always
been dangerous for shipping and as frade routes
developed, more and more ships were wrecked.
Before 1787 some beacons and warning signals
had been established including coal fired
beacons and bells. But in bad weather these
were not easy to see or hear. And there was a
lot of bad weather; in 1782 dreadful storms hit
the Scottish coasts, many lives were lost and
something had to be done.

1

George Dempster MP campaigned in Parliament
for Scottish lights and the Northern Lighthouse
Board was created by Act of Parliament in 1786.
The Board's job initially was to build four
lighthouses, at Mull of Kintyre, North Ronaldsay,
Eliean Glas off Harris and Kinnaird Head. On the
site at Kinnaird Head stood a castle and the
Northern Lighthouse Board decided that this
would be an ideal structure to convert to a
lighthouse. Kinnaird Head Lighthouse was first
lit on 1" December 1787.

Kinnaird Head lighthouse was an immediate
success and was considered o be the brightest
light around the Scottish coast. The Northern
Lighthouse Board continued its work and the
first four lighthouses were created by
December 1789. Following this early success the
Northern Lighthouse Board continued to create
lighthouses in Scotland and their engineers, the
Stevenson family who came from Glasgow, were
involved in designing and building lighthouses
across the world.
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A lighthouse in a castle © Museum of Scottish lighthouses

At The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses, and in
the lighthouse and the keepers' cottages, you

will discover the heroic efforts made by
engineers, builders and keepers to lead
generations of mariners safely to port by
harnessing the power of light. This work
continues today, still under control of the
Northern Lighthouse Board. And it all started
here .. For further information please visit -

www.lighhthousemuseum.org.uk.
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State of the East Grampian Coast Seminar
The East Grampian Coastal Partnership (EGCP)
invites you to its free “"State of the Coast"
seminar at the Museum of Scottish Lighthouses,
Fraserburgh, on 20 May, to hear about some of
the topics included in their recent State of the
Coast report for the East Grampian area.
Speakers from a range of organisations will
discuss  topics including litter, access,
biodiversity and maritime heritage.

The afternoon session will be dedicated to a
workshop looking at the “traffic light" system
used in the report and whether delegates agree
with the colour/state assigned to each topic.

To register, contact the EGCP on 01224
395150, email e hastings@macaulay.ac.uk or go
to their website www.egcp.org.uk
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MFP WORK AND PROJECTS

Traditional Boat Repair Workshop
Helmsdale 29/30 June 2009
We are pleased to announce that a workshop for
people interested in repairing boats built to
traditional designs will take place in Helmsdale
on 29™ and 30™ June 2009.

The free two-day
course will be led by
John  Cameron, a
renowned  craftsman
based in Lybster. The
workshop will focus on
how to replace
damaged or rotted
timbers and will lead participants through the
skills of extracting the damaged parts, choosing
the right materials for repair and then shaping

Is your boat in need of repair?
FreeDigitalPhotos.net
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and putting in place the new material. Marine
quality larch and oak have been sourced from
Cromartie Sawmill at Strathpeffer for practical
demonstration on an existing hull. As well as
demonstrations of practical use John will be
happy to answer questions and advise on other
related topics.

To take part in the workshop simply turn up at
Helmsdale Harbour on 29th & 30th June at 9am.
Participants will learn through periods of hands-
on work with John, as well as listening and
watching. Spectators, including older children,
are also welcome.

This event is a
follow-on  from
the 2007 Moray
Firth Flotilla,
which was
almost entirely
comprised of
traditionally

built boats. It has
been organised to
slot into a space between the Wick Harbourfest
on 26-28 June, and the Scottish Traditional
Boat Festival in Portsoy on 2-5 July, so we
anticipate that many of the boats en passage
between Wick and Portsoy will call in to
Helmsdale. Happily, the event also coincides with
the Helmsdale Harbour Gala, organised by the
Harbour Users Association. Those who were
around when the Flotilla called at Helmsdale two
years ago will recall the wonderful reception
given to sailors and landlubbers alike and the
wide variety of attractions on offer. Our mole in
the North whispers that this year will be even
better!

A more realistc project
FreeDigitalPhotos.net

Refreshments will not be provided as part of the
workshop, however there will be plenty available



to purchase from vendors as part of the
Helmsdale Harbour Gala and you are of course
more than welcome to bring your own.

The workshop will take place in a courtyard
which has flat access from the road and
disabled foilets are situated nearby in the
Harbour Office.

The Partnership is very grateful to principal
sponsors Ithaca Energy for making the
workshop possible. Ithaca has been joined by
many others in providing financial support and
we thank them all in these difficult financial
times.

For further information please contact Dominic
on 01463 725027 or admin@morayfirth-
partnership.org.
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Moray Firth Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) Revision 2

Many thanks to everyone that contributed to
the consultation on Revision 2 of the Moray
Firth SAC Management Scheme. There were 132
responses in total, which provided useful
additional information. All respondents will
receive a formal reply.

The SAC Management Group reviewed the
consultation responses and proposed
amendments to the draft Revision 2 document.
The Management Scheme is now being amended,
taking into account the consultation responses
and additional information requested, and will be
made available on the MFP website in due
course, together with a summary report on the
consultation.
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Eco-Schools Project

Our project, which aims fo help schools with
their coastal environment projects as they work
towards achieving eco-school status, is now
drawing to a close. Our Education Advisor, Toni
Clark, is currently busy assisting with final
beach cleans and attending school Eco-
Committee meetings to provide advice and
support.

A beautiful September day at Reiss Beach with a great
group of pupils from Thrumster Primary School.

Our target at the outset of the project was to
assist eight schools in achieving their bronze
award status, or higher. So far the project has
involved 13 schools, four of which currently have
their silver awards, five have achieved their
bronze awards and five more have registered
with the scheme and are now well on their way
to achieving their bronze.

We have also been able to print an entertaining
Moray Firth wildlife identification booklet, in
conjunction with the Dolphin Space Programme.
The booklet is aimed at primary school children
and we will shortly be distributing it to schools
and at coastal events around the firth.

Our thanks go to LifeScan for its sponsorship of
this project through the Scottish Community
Foundation.
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Towards Sustainable Marine Tourism and
Recreation Development in the Moray Firth
Steady progress is being made by staff on the
data gathering elements of this project. Details
of relevant bye laws are being collated, and a list
prepared of the relevant current voluntary
codes of practice. Key voluntary Codes of
Agreement, such as the Dolphin Space
Programme will be reviewed to assess the level
of public awareness and take up. This work is
planned for summer 2009 with the help of
students to gather data via on site surveys.

The desk based Marine Traffic Survey was put
out fo tender in January with the successful
contractor commencing work in February.
Further work is planned over the summer
including some shore based observations.

An aerial photographic survey of the coast has
been commissioned and will be carried out in the
early summer of 2009 by Scotavia Images. This
may provide an opportunity for MFP members
to order their own aerial photographs. If you
would like to order a bird's eye view of a
particular area or feature of the Moray Firth
coast contact Dominic on 01463 725027 or
admin@morayfirth-partnership.org.
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Help Wanted With Survey Work

We would like to hear from students around the
Moray Firth coast who could spare a day or two,
conducting surveys as part of our Sustainable
Marine Tourism and Recreation project. The
surveys will be carried out during the last two
weeks in July and the first two weeks in August.
For further information please contact Dominic
on 01463 725027 or admin@morayfirth-
partnership.org.
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Bottlenose Dolphin Economic Survey

The Moray Firth Partnership is acting as lead
parther to bring together a range of
organisations interested in carrying out a survey
of the current and potential future economic
value of the bottlenose dolphin. This will cover
the dolphins’ main range around the east coast
of Scotland, from the Moray Firth fo the Tay
/Forth estuaries.

The bottlenose

dolphins are now

a tourist icon

for the east

coast and a

significant

tourism  asset.

Ever'y year Leading the way.. © Charlie Phillips
thousands of

people take a dolphin watching boat trip with one
of 11 wildlife cruise operators in the Moray
Firth, or visit the WDCS Wildlife Centre in Spey
Bay and other land based watching sites in the
hope of spotting dolphins. The Aberdeenshire
coast has a number of recognised dolphin
watching “hotspots”, and dolphin watching is also
developing in the Tay area. In a recent
VisitScotland survey of how Britons would
prefer to spend a "perfect day" north of the
border, the top activity, enjoyed by people from
across the UK, was dolphin watching in the
Moray Firth.

Despite the importance of dolphin based
tourism, there is very little recent economic
data on the value of marine wildlife watching in
Scotland.

This study will provide baseline data on the
current dolphin-related tourism provision that
will assist future consideration of sustainable
development potential. The aim is not to look at



simply increasing the numbers of dolphin related
tourists in any area, but to consider how future
dolphin related fourism and local benefits can be
enhanced in ways that are economically and
environmentally sustainable.

Crowd pullers @ Charlie Phillips

The project includes an initial desk based study
(Phase 1) which is being carried out by Aberdeen
Centre for Economic Sustainability (ACES)
(Aberdeen University). Phase 2 will comprise
more detailed on-site surveys and information
gathering around the coast during the 2009
summer season, and a review of potential
measures that could enhance sustainable
dolphin-related tourism development. A small
working group comprising key partners and
funders will be set up to oversee the BDES
project and also to refine the scope of the
review, to reflect the partners’ individual
requirements as well as any key findings
emerging from Phase 1.

Scottish  Natural Heritage, various local
authorities, the WDCS and others have already
signed up to the project, but we are still looking
for more partners around the coast. For more
information, please contact Kathryn Logan on
01463 225530 or info@morayfirth-

partnership.org.
Xk kkkkkkk
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Marine Biodiversity Action Plan
The MFP is working closely with the Highland
Biodiversity Forum and other partners with a
view to creating a Marine Biodiversity Action
Plan (MBAP) for the Highland area of the Moray
Firth.

A North East Scotland area plan (including
Aberdeenshire and Moray) has already been
drawn up led by East Grampian Coastal
Partnership and its partners, including the MFP.
Work is now underway drafting a Highland plan
for the area west and north of Moray which
should link into other plans such as the River
Basin Management Plans and the Moray Firth
Special Area of Conservation management plan.

When the Highland plan is developed the aim is
for the North East and Highland areas to work
together to agree and deliver actions which are
common to both areas and overlap the Moray
boundary.
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Website Upgrade and Creation of Electronic
Moray Firth Directory

Work is continuing on the new Moray Firth

Directory and improvements to the MFP

website. We are very grateful to Talisman

Energy UK Ltd. for generously funding this

work.

The Moray Firth Directory will provide a
valuable on-line resource with info about key
organizations, groups and businesses around the
firth, as well as key features such as ports,
harbours and marinas. A pilot to test the ease of
use will be underway soon.
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MF Inshore Fisheries Group
The first meeting of fisheries representatives
to set up the Moray Firth Inshore Fisheries
Group (IFG) Executive Committee took place on
Thursday 27 March in Inverness.

The Executive Committee is made up of

commercial fishing interests drawn from Moray
Firth Fishermen's Associations and James
Alexander Mitchell, who will represent local non-
affiliated fishermen.

Discussions at the
meeting  included
consideration  of
the draft
constitution,  the
appointment of
representatives to
key posts and an
early look  at
fisheries issues.
The committee,
with an independent
Chair, will drive
forward the work of the IFG supported by an
Advisory  Group  consisting of  Agency
representatives.

Membership of the IFG is open fo owners,
skippers and crew of Scottish or UK registered
vessels. Mr Mitchell, an active fisherman from
Portmahomack, said: “I believe the more folk
that get involved the better. This is the chance
for fishermen to have a say in their own futures
and hopefully all aspects of the fishing industry
can move forward fogether".

Non-affiliated fisherman who would like to find
out more about the Moray Firth IFG should
contact James Mitchell on 07736391911 or
Jjamesalexandermitchell@yahoo.co.uk.
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For all other enquiries please telephone Joanna
Mepham on 0131 244 6443 or email
Joanna.Mepham@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.

Minutes of the meeting, dates of future
meetings and general information can be found
on the Scottish Government website -
www.scotland.gov.uk/ Topics/Fisheries/Sea-
Fisheries/InshoreFisheries/IFGsMap.
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Funders

As always we are grateful to all our funders and
supporters, who include: - Aberdeenshire Council;
Awards for All, B6 Group; BP Oil UK. Chevron
Upstream Europe; Cromarty Firth Port Authority:
The Crown Estate; The Fishermen's Association Ltd.;
Fish Industry Training Authority; HIE-Caithness and
Sutherland; HIE-Inverness and East Highland; HIE-
Moray; The Highland Council; Highlands & Islands
Enterprise; Highland Marine  Resources and
Communities Scheme (HiMaRCS); Heritage Lottery
Fund: Interreg IIIB: Inverness Harbour Trust;
Leader +  LifeScan Scotland Ltd.; Marine
Conservation Society; Moray Council; Old Pulteney;
R.S.P.B.; Scottish Co-Operative; Scottish Enterprise
Grampian; Scottish Natural Heritage; Scottish White
Fish Producers Association; Spey Fishery Board;
Talisman Energy UK Ltd. and VisitScotland.

For more information please contact Kathryn Logan,
the Partnership manager, at:

The Moray Firth Partnership

Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3
8NW. Tel: 01463 225530

Email: - info@morayfirth-partnership.org

Web:- www.morayfirth-partnership.org
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