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The original aim of the project was to produce a DVD of animated versions of a couple of local legends.  In actual fact the school produced 2 DVDs of two different stories, Stine Beck and Coyote.  The first DVD of the wind witch local story was considered to be so successful that the children wanted to go on to produce another DVD, which linked to the importance of maintaining the environment.
The success of the project was extended by the school funding the second DVD in conjunction with Highland Council and a second artist visited the school to work with the children in a similar fashion to the original DVD.  Bob Pegg returned and we chose the story to use together.
As can be seen by the DVD, the children experienced a deep connection with local waters, and came to understand the significance of treating their environment with respect through the mediums of storytelling, art and film making.  The children worked fantastically well together and were immensely proud of their achievements.  One or two parents became involved in the art activities and all parents enjoyed watching the DVD and hearing about how the children produced such a fabulous resource.

The best part of the project was that the children worked as a total complete unit/team to produce something they could be really proud of and it was something tangible that they could evaluate as well as taking with them.  Every child in the school without exception played a massive part in the overall production of the DVDs and very appreciated the opportunity to work with artists they would not normally come into contact with.  The children also realised that there are many ways to communicate with a particular audience, and the celebration of local heritage and its relationship to the natural environment was a specific outcome of the project.
The majority of the children still remember the stories, the characters and the setting, several months after the DVDs were made although some have moved onto the secondary school, and as such have taken with them the notion of taking care of their local environment with particular respect for the local waters.

Our project was so successful that we were invited to showcase the project at the Highland Curriculum for Excellence showcase event in October 2009.  Over 2000 education staff attended Dingwall Academy to take part in workshops and presentations which had been carefully selected for their enterprising approach and the feedback from our presentation of the DVD project was really positive.  We were able to show the DVD and also a Powerpoint which highlighted different aspects of the project (copy of Powerpoint attached).

If we were to give the project ‘2 stars and a wish’ the 2 stars would be how easy it was to get all the children involved, without exception and also the quality and commitment of the visiting artists.  The wish would probably be to have more photographic evidence throughout the project but the staff were usually so involved in the work going on that we frequently omitted the use of a camera.
The DVD has the MFP logo on it and the MFP grant has been reported in school newsletter.  Sadly the date for handover to the Tarbat Museum had to be cancelled at the last minute and there is yet to be an ‘official’ handover.  Unfortunately our Cultural Arts co-ordinator left the Highland Council during the project and she was organising the major handover event.  There will be a further opportunity for a celebration to take place involving the museum and the school.  However, the Highland Showcase event in October bade very well the success of the project and illustrated to us what a fantastic project this had been.
A breakdown of costs to follow by fax.  A copy of the Powerpoint is attached.  A copy of the DVDs will be forwarded in the post as the file is too large to send electronically.  Original invoices and a copy bank statement to follow by fax.
The sustainable part of this project is mostly evidenced in the children.  They have the seed of environmental care placed firmly in them in the form of a very practical and hands on activity which was pupil led and actioned.  Unfortunately the Headteacher responsible for the project has now departed the school, in addition to the Culture Co-ordinator leaving post during the project.  However, the DVDs have been well used, watched not only by children but also by the community and parents on occasions when they are invited into the school for achievement celebrations.
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