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Introduction

The Moray Firth Wildlife ID Guide was first produced with the help of the Moray Firth
Partnership in 2004 as an educational resource which could be distributed throughout
the Moray Firth.

The Guide provides information and raises awareness on wildlife found in the Moray
Firth in the form of a comprehensive guide of marine mammals and birds including
useful facts and identification advice.

The main users are the WDCS Wildlife Centre which used it extensively through the
educational programme, with visitors at the centre, during events, and the Dolphin
Space Programme (DSP), which distributed them to all the DSP boat operators.

There has been positive feedback and numerous requests for further copies of the
Guides from WDCS Wildlife Centre visitors, educational groups and organisations, local
groups, boat operators, wildlife watching groups and tour operators within the Moray
Firth.

Also the education programme at the WDCS Wildlife centre has developed and grown
and, since WDCS took over the Dolphin and Seal centre at North Kessock, is extending
into Inverness and the surrounding area. This is also true for the DSP and number of
boat operators.

This grant has therefore enabled the Moray Firth Wildlife ID Guide to be reprinted and
updated with the latest information and contact details allowing users to access further
information and support. This has allowed the project to continue to reach local groups
and future visitors to the area. Enhancing local environmental education promoting the
amazing diversity of wildlife found in the Moray Firth to visitors.



Project Aims
The overall aims of the project were to raise awareness of the rich diversity of wildlife

found in the Moray Firth and give locals and visitors to the area a means of identifying
different species along the coastline.

These aims were achieved by working collaboratively with the WDCS Wildlife Centre and
WDCS Dolphin and Seal Centre and Dolphin Space Programme to distribute the Guides
to the following parties:

¢ Schools and educational groups through outreach work around the Moray Firth
and visiting groups to both WDCS centres

» Members of the public visiting both WDCS centres, attending events on and off
site and taking part in tours on wildlife watching boats

= Wildlife watching groups

Therefore the above parties benefited by having access to free high guality educational
materials which helped promote and raise awareness of the local area and wildlife,
encouraging enthusiasm for the natural heritage of the region and repeat tourist custom
to the area.



Achievements

Production

The Moray Firth Wildlife ID Guide was updated with revised information about a
couple of the bird varieties illustrated and correct contact information about the
WDCS centres and DSP programme. Approval was given and the artist accredited
appropriately and logos added.
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A local environmentally friendly printing company was used to print 6000

laminated Guides with vegetable oil based inks on recycled card.
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Distribution and publicity.

The Guide has been displayed and given out to members of the public visiting
both WDCS centres and, attending events on and off site, including the shore-
based watching site Chanonry Point.

At both centres the Guide is used as an important interpretation tool in talks and
whilst guiding walks.

A few Guides have been distributed to rental holiday homes around Scotland.

All boat operators linked to the Dolphin Space Programme have been given
Guides to hand out to members of the public participating on wildlife watching
tours. They have also been distributed on Out of the Blue guided cetacean
watching holidays.

It has been used as an invaluable resource for schools and educational groups
through outreach work around the Moray Firth and visiting groups to both WDCS
centres.

Training has been given to local and residential WDCS volunteers using the
resource as a reference guide to help identify the different species of birds and
cetaceans in the Moray Firth for use on land and boat based surveys.

Further training has been given to local wildlife watching groups and rangers for |
use with events and interpretation.

The Moray Firth Partnership logo has been prominently placed on the Moray Firth
Wildlife ID Guide to publicise and acknowledge its contribution to the project.

Maray Firth Wildiife 1D Guide being used on a guided walk at the WDCS
Witdlife Cenire, Spey Bay
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Conclusion

The Moray Firth Wildlife ID Guide project was a great success and has since had
great feedback from users.

It's been fantastic to have such a simple and effective tool to aid with training
new volunteers in species-1D for both boat-based and shore-based worlk.'
KTP Research Associate

I like having pictures and quick reminders about the birds and cetaceans that |

might see as an observer on the survey.’
Research volunteer

‘What a great visual resource and easier to use with pupils’
Local Primary School teacher

‘This is great | will now know what I'm looking at!’
WDCS Wildlife Centre visitor

The added new facts that were previously missing from some of the bird species
create a more uniform design which is a great visual resource as well as
educational tool.

The sustainability of this project has been considered very carefully and guide
was produced as an environmentally friendly, reusable resource. Recycled card
and vegetable oil based inks were used and the finished Guide was given a
laminated protective coating for use outdoors and against normal wear and tear.

This project will continue through wider distribution channels using a variety of
different outlets including volunteers, other partner organisations, educational
establishments and outreach work.
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