Scottish Traditional Boat Festival MFP Grant – Rope Making
The 2007 MFP award was to help build a rope making machine, to teach young people to make rope and to demonstrate the technique to the public at the 2007 Scottish Traditional Boat Festival. The rope making was to be carried out by members of the Portsoy Faering Project.

In the event, Des Pawson, the UK’s leading rope maker, could only make one visit and that was to be later than planned, and the support hoped for from engineers at Macduff Shipyards did not materialize. However, a machine was made by the Faering instructors and Des Pawson successfully taught 3 adults and 9 young people of the Faering Project to use it to make rope.

The machine was then very successfully demonstrated by the boys to HRH Prince Edward on his visit, where they also presented him with the length of rope he had seen made. During the 2 days of the Boat Festival the rope making was a very popular attraction, operated by the boys without adult help and always attracting a crowd. Initially they were very hesitant in talking to the public and limited themselves to a silent demonstration but after some advice they gained the confidence to describe what they were doing. From there they progressed to involving members of the public, particularly children, in making short lengths of rope to take away as souvenirs.

An unexpected consequence of the demonstrations was the marked and very noticeable increase in the confidence of all the boys when dealing with the public. After a hesitant start they began actively looking for people to talk and demonstrate to, about the rope making and also about the Faering Project as a whole.

It is estimated that the rope making was demonstrated to more than 600 people during the 2 days of the Festival, and that over 40 people took away pieces of rope as souvenirs.

The members of the Faering project will now use the machine to make the rope for their boat. The machine will be transferred to the Salmon Bothy as soon as that building is refurbished, as will the Faering itself. It use will also be demonstrated at future Scottish Traditional Boat Festivals.

Publicity

The project support was acknowledged and publicized in the Festival souvenir programme (8,000 copies0, the Festival newsletter (1,000 copies)  and by signage at the Festival. A photograph of Prince Edward inspecting the project is supplied.

