MORAY FIRTH PARTNERSHIP – BEACH GUARDIANS PROJECT


	Risk assessment form
	

	Location: 
	Carried out by: 
	

	Organiser        
	Beach Clean / Litter Survey date:   
	

	
	
	

	HAZARD
	Who might be harmed?
	Is risk adequately controlled?
	What further actions are necessary to control risk?
	Residual risk

	Look only for hazards ( including any previously reported or known accidents) which could reasonably expect to cause harm during the clean up
	Do not list all individuals by name but groups or numbers by group name eg volunteers, young volunteers, council workers, club members etc
	Have precautions already been taken in regard to the hazards listed?  Eg Volunteers are briefed on potential hazards etc
(Please tick those which have or will be addressed)
	What more can reasonably be done for risks found that are not adequately controlled.
	H=High

M=Medium

L=Low

	Safe access to beach
	Volunteers, organisers
	· Ensure all volunteers access beach by easiest routes.  
· Ensure all involved are aware of traffic flows on road.  
· If young persons or children involved ensure adults (preferably parents) are responsible for their activities.

· Other (please detail)

	
	

	Safe parking for volunteers
	“
	· Ensure all vehicles are safely parked without interference to other users of road and gives safe access/egress to vehicles by all volunteers.
· Other (please detail)

	
	

	HAZARD
	Who might be harmed?
	Is risk adequately controlled?
	What further actions are necessary?
	Residual risk

	Look only for hazards ( including any previously reported or known accidents) which could reasonably expect to cause harm during the clean up
	Do not list all individuals by name but groups or numbers by group name  
	Have precautions already been taken in regard to the hazards listed?  Eg Volunteers are briefed on potential hazards etc
(Please tick those which have or will be addressed)
	What more can reasonably be done for risks found that are not adequately controlled.
	H=High

M=Medium

L=Low

	Volunteers getting lost during beach clean-up
	Volunteers
	· Create a list of those taking part in the clean-up and take a head count of volunteers on arrival and departure to beach to ensure that everyone is present.
· Have a “buddy system” to ensure that volunteers are working in groups of 2 minimum. 
· Volunteers wearing high visibility jackets

· Provide volunteers with the mobile number of the organiser in charge so that they can call if they get into trouble.
· Other (please detail)

	
	

	Children working on their own/ not adequately supervised.  Child Protection issues.

	Young volunteers
	· Ensure organiser aware of the Beach Guardians Child Protection policy (CPP).

· Ensure that all children are accompanied by their parent or guardian (P/G) at all times.  
· P/G aware that they are responsible for their childrens activities during the clean-up.
· If children attending as part of a group eg scouts, ensure that teacher/ leader is present at all times and following the CPP of their own group.  
· Ensure that parental consent forms have been completed where appropriate.
· Other (please detail)

	
	

	HAZARD
	Who might be harmed?
	Is risk adequately controlled?
	What further actions are necessary?
	Residual risk

	Look only for hazards ( including any previously reported or known accidents) which could reasonably expect to cause harm during the clean up
	Do not list all individuals by name but groups or numbers by group name  
	Have precautions already been taken in regard to the hazards listed?  Eg Volunteers are briefed on potential hazards etc
(Please tick those which have or will be addressed)
	What more can reasonably be done for risks found that are not adequately controlled.
	H=High

M=Medium

L=Low

	Volunteers getting lost at end of beach clean-up
	Volunteers
	· Ensure all volunteers are aware of the finishing time and designated meeting point at the end of the event.

· Other (Please detail)

	
	

	Tide coming in (volunteers may be cut off on beach), strong waves on shore

	“
	· Ensure that time of event coincides with low tide.  Advise all volunteers of any areas of the beach where the tide might come in/ areas to avoid.
· Advise volunteers to stay back from the waters edge if the waves are strong.
· Provide map showing areas to be avoided.  

· Mark off areas.
· Other (please detail)


	
	

	Dangerous sand/ areas of soft “quick” sand on the beach

	“
	· Advise volunteers of any areas of the beach were there are areas of quick sand and that these areas are to be avoided.
· Provide map showing areas to be avoided.  

· Mark off area.

· Other (please detail)

	
	

	HAZARD
	Who might be harmed?
	Is risk adequately controlled?
	What further actions necessary ?
	Residual risk

	Look only for hazards ( including any previously reported or known accidents) which could reasonably expect to cause harm during the clean up
	Do not list all individuals by name but groups or numbers by group name  
	Have precautions already been taken in regard to the hazards listed?  Eg Volunteers are briefed on potential hazards etc
(Please tick those which have or will be addressed)
	What more can reasonably be done for risks found that are not adequately controlled.
	H=High

M=Medium

L=Low

	Dangerous cliffs


	“
	· Advise volunteers not to climb the cliffs and  to avoid areas directly beneath the cliff edge 

· Provide map showing areas to be avoided.  

· Mark off area.
· Other (please detail)


	
	

	Slippery rocks/surfaces
	“
	· Ensure all volunteers are advised of slips and trips on this type of pebbly beach and risks of falling on slippery seaweed

· Wear suitable footwear
· Other (please detail)


	
	

	Lifting
	“
	· Most rubbish is of no significant weight but all volunteers should be aware of their own limitations for lifting weights

· Other (please detail)


	
	

	Sanitary waste
	“
	· Handle only when wearing gloves

· Other (please detail)


	
	

	HAZARD
	Who might be harmed?
	Is risk adequately controlled?
	What further actions necessary ?
	Residual risk

	Look only for hazards ( including any previously reported or known accidents) which could reasonably expect to cause harm during the clean up
	Do not list all individuals by name but groups or numbers by group name  
	Have precautions already been taken in regard to the hazards listed?  Eg Volunteers are briefed on potential hazards etc
(Please tick those which have or will be addressed)
	What more can reasonably be done for risks found that are not adequately controlled.
	H=High

M=Medium

L=Low

	Sharp objects
	“
	· All involved should be made aware of possibility of broken glass, sharps and discarded hypodermic needles

· Wear cut proof gloves

· Syringes should only be handled by named personnel who have been trained to handle. 
· Other (please detail)


	
	

	Hazardous substances
	“
	· Any container found which is unmarked or persons are unaware of contents should NOT be handled but site marked for reporting to SEPA for container to be professionally disposed of.

· Other (please detail)


	
	

	Safe storage of collected waste
	“
	· Organisers should ensure all waste is tied off in suitable plastic sacks and labelled for correct disposal eg controlled (household type waste) Hazardous waste (solvent etc) clinical (hypodermic syringes)

· Sharps bin provided

· Other (please detail)


	
	

	HAZARD
	Who might be harmed?
	Is risk adequately controlled?
	What further actions necessary ?
	Residual risk

	Look only for hazards ( including any previously reported or known accidents) which could reasonably expect to cause harm during the clean up
	Do not list all individuals by name but groups or numbers by group name  
	Have precautions already been taken in regard to the hazards listed?  Eg Volunteers are briefed on potential hazards etc
(Please tick those which have or will be addressed)
	What more can reasonably be done for risks found that are not adequately controlled.
	H=High

M=Medium

L=Low

	Sunburn/exposure
	“
	· Sun exposure unlikely at significant levels. Exposure to winds more likely. 

· Other (please detail)


	
	

	Injury or first aid required
	Volunteers
	· Identity first-aider to group.  
· Provide volunteers with the mobile number of the organiser in charge so that they can call if they get into trouble.  
· Identity a muster point for the group to meet in emergency situation.
· Other (please detail)


	
	

	Emergency contacts
	“
	· Organisers should ensure they have emergency contact numbers readily available. 
· Ensure more than one fully charged mobile phone available.

· Coastguard informed

· First aid kit is kept readily available.
· Other (please detail)


	
	

	General observations 

Providing all volunteers are reasonably fit and have been advised of the type of hazards likely to be encountered (as above) this should not prove to be unduly hazardous. However, as all will be constantly bending to recover rubbish on a reasonably uneven, rocky and possibly slippery surface, all should be advised to be aware of their own physical limitations.

All participants should wear suitable clothing ( eg rubber boots, warm clothing according to weather conditions) and suitable cut proof gloves

NOTE: Should children or young persons be part of the volunteer force then either parents   ( if in attendance) or specifically named persons must be made responsible for their activities eg keeping away from tide water, awareness of picking up broken glass or other sharps, road and car park discipline.



	Notes




This document has been produced by Rowan Tree Consulting on behalf of the Moray Firth Partnership for the Beach Guardians Project.  

